
Pentecost Day - 2022 
Acts 2:1-11, 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13, Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 

 There are a lot of things expected of us on a regular basis from a lot of different people, 

there are a lot of situations that we may turn to God to take care of.  But, when we look for God 

we seem to see nothing.   Jesus promised around the time of his death and resurrection that he 

was not going to leave us alone.  Than’s really not just a cute saying.  It’s not just like saying: 

“I’ll be there in your thoughts, and hearts and minds.”  It’s not about:  “I left behind a set of 

principles to live by - and so you have me in those.”  He did leave us the Eucharist - a very 

tangible presence - which binds us more closely to Him and to each other, but we want to hear 

Him speak and feel Him act. Fortunately, Jesus also left something more than this to us. 

 Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  The night that the disciples in the upper room 

- scared and not sure what was going to happen after Jesus’ ascension - huddled together praying.  

Jesus had risen from the tomb, and He was there again - they could relax.  Then the Ascension 

happened … and He was gone again - they weren’t sure how Jesus was going to fulfill his 

promises.   They must have really felt they needed something big - then they got the surprise of 

their lives on that Pentecost.  As they were waiting there, the Spirit came powerfully to them.  

This was not some sort of mental experience - it was an actual presence of God.  A type of 

presence that was not just centered in the person of the risen Jesus - it was a presence that could 

come to them at any time, and in any place. They began to see how Jesus was going to be with 

them - it is a special power of God is still with us today. 

 We hear of this pouring out of the Spirit in the first reading: And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

This prophecy spoke of the effect of the Spirit’s presence.  It was saying that people will be able 

to do things that they could not do before, because the Spirit was acting through them.  They 

experienced the fulfillment of the prophecy in the room that night.  The Spirit was poured out on 

them, and now like those in the prophecy, they were given abilities and could do things they 

couldn’t before.  You may say - “when do I get these abilities”?  Well the abilities the Spirit gives 

are not like superpowers from a Marvel Comics movie - sometimes we want that, and it would 

be cool!  It is more subtle. 



 The Holy Spirit has planted gifts in us at our Baptism and Confirmation - these are often 

the things needed to improve a situation.  Sometimes when we’re in great need, the Spirit will 

come up within us and we will do things that we would never expect - these are the “I don’t 

know how I did it but …” times.  Many of those “extraordinary” things you have accomplished 

were the work of the Spirit.  Most often the working of the Spirit is quiet, giving us just as much 

as we need, so that when we put our part in things happen. God allows us to participate in the 

work of the Spirit - not just sit back and be helpless people.  Sometimes, the answer just 

mysteriously comes to our minds - “of course, why didn’t I think of it sooner”?  Other times, the 

Spirit helps us in prayer.   We heard in our second reading: There are different kinds of spiritual 

gifts but the same Spirit … To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some 

benefit.  The way the Spirit shows itself in each person’s life, the way that the Spirit gifts each 

person is different - but as we hear, it is always for a benefit.  The Spirit helps us through our 

gifts in daily life, and the Spirit also helps us to pray.  Sometimes when you are deep in prayer 

and loose your words and sit in silence, the Spirit is the one doing the talking for you.  When a 

resolution occurs - its not chance, it is an answer to the prayers that the Spirit placed on our 

behalf.  When your gifts benefit your situation or someone else’s, this is the Spirit too. 

 It’s not just about having the Spirit come down and magically do things to fix our 

problems. It is about us cooperating with the action of the Spirit, trusting and surrendering to the 

unseen God in faith, putting our part in with that of the Spirit - that’s what allows that Spirit to 

work through us.  When we drink of the Spirit we participate more fully in our role as a part of 

the Body of Christ - we surrender to the plan of God that is only for our benefit, and the Spirit 

gives us unseen strength and clarity.  Jesus said in the Gospel: As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you. And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, Receive the Holy 

Spirit.  Regular prayer will help us to both sense the presence of the Spirit in our lives, and also 

help us to see how we are called to act in the Spirit to be the ways that God answers the prayers 

of others.  

 So when yo are not sure what to do, or how you will be able to do it - you can open that 

valve and let the Spirit flow.  You might just be surprised how things seem to work themselves 

out.  Over time, and through prayer and study, you get to understand better how to do this - and 

as you do - you will experience more fully the presence of Jesus who has not left us alone, but 

sends the Spirit to us - and through us he brings the Spirit to a world that desperately needs it.


